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CHEMICAL TREATMENT
Each year, WLMD receives a permit from DNR to
chemically treat problem areas on Wind Lake. Most
of the areas treated are shallow and choke with
weeds, restricting lake access.
Shoreline weed treatments will begin in late May,
early June. A reduced copy of the permit is provided
in this newsletter. If you wish to see a full size copy,
call 262-514-3238 and one will be provided.
If you DO NOT want your shoreline to be treated,
please complete the form provided in this newsletter. Please return the form immediately.
When the treatment takes place, the shorelines near
the treated areas will be posted with bright yellow
signs. The signs will indicate what has been used
and if there are any use restrictions because of the
treatment. The boat launch will also be posted with a
treatment map.
Please don’t assume we know how your shoreline
has responded to a treatment. If conditions have
changed, we may not know it. If the treatment wasn’t
effective, we won’t know unless you tell us. Let us
know if you have had unusual weed problems. We
will check it out. Please call or email with questions
or concerns.
As always, DNR has the final say in all the treatment
areas for chemical control and may deny the treatment of specific areas.

GEESE
Wind Lake is in the fourth year of a program to
reduce the numbers of geese on Wind Lake. The
goose roundup will take place in mid-June when the
birds are without their flight feathers.

The goal is to bring the numbers of geese in line with
what the lake can support. The numbers of geese
have reached a level that raises concerns across the
country. There are so many non-migratory birds that
they are now at an increased risk of illness and disease. The geese contribute to the water quality problems, including E-coli bateria and increased
phosphorus loadings.
To assist in the roundup, we would like to get permission from as many landowners as possible. If you
live on the lakeshore, and are willing to grant permission to gather geese on your property, please complete the Goose Form and return to WLMD as soon
as possible.

HARVESTING
The WLMD plans to conduct harvesting on the lake
in mid-June if conditions warrant. The past couple of
years, harvesting has been used to open up navigational channels on the East side of the lake. The
Town has worked with the WLMD by allowing the cut
weeds to be dumped at the old Transfer site.

LAKE PLAN UPDATE
The field work for the revision of the Wind Lake Management Plan has been completed. The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
(SEWRPC) is writing the document which will guide
the District’s activities for the next 10 years.
A 75% grant from DNR is helping pay for the project.
Although the project is taking a little longer than initially expected, we hope to have a draft plan in time
for the Annual Meeting.

Racine County Lakes Alliance
"Working to preserve and protect the watershed and environment within
the lakes and rivers of Racine County".
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Green Lawns, Green Lakes: the phosphorus connection

Phosphorus—an essential nutrient for plants— is a common ingredient in many lawn and garden fertilizers. However,
the same phosphorus that helps keep lawns green is also the primary nutrient that turns lakes green with algae. Algae
blooms can turn lakes into a thick, smelly green soup that is undesirable for swimming and other recreation. Too much
algae clouds water and blocks sunlight from reaching aquatic plants; it also lowers the oxygen levels in the water which
can cause fish kills.

How does excess phosphorus enter our lakes?
Fertilizers, leaves, grass clippings, eroded soil, and animal waste are all sources of phosphorus. Soil can retain only so
much phosphorus. Once soil has become saturated, excess phosphorus runs off lawns and fields and is carried by
rainwater into our lakes, streams, and wetlands. When phosphorus fertilizer is applied to lawns that already have high
levels of phosphorus in the soil, much of it becomes phosphorus runoff pollution.
Lawn fertilizer is one of many sources of phosphorus runoff pollution. In residential areas, recent studies have shown
almost 50% of phosphorus runoff comes from lawns. A 2001 Minnesota study conducted soil tests on more than 180
urban lawns near lakes and found almost 80% had high levels of phosphorus and did not need any additional
phosphorus fertilizer. Approximately 25 pounds of phosphorus is added to lakes, wetlands and streams each year from
a 100 acre residential development (it takes only one pound of phosphorus to grow 500 pounds of algae).

Preventing phosphorus runoff pollution
Lawn fertilizer is not the largest source of phosphorus runoff pollution; however it is an easily preventable one. A simple
soil test tells property owners if their lawn already has enough phosphorus, and phosphorus free fertilizers are available.
Since 2005, Minnesota has had a statewide phosphorus ban that prohibits application of phosphorus-containing fertilizer
to residential lawns unless a soil test has shown the need for that nutrient. Newly planted lawns, golf courses, and
agricultural lands are exempt.
In Wisconsin, Dane County has passed a county wide ordinance prohibiting the use of phosphorus-containing lawn
fertilizers, unless a soil test shows that phosphorus is necessary. Two more Wisconsin counties and several
municipalities are considering their own phosphorus ordinances.
Polk county’s shoreland zoning ordinance prohibits phosphorus fertilizer in the shoreland zone. The Oneida County
Board recently passed a resolution supporting state legislation banning the sale and use of phosphorus based lawn
fertilizer in Wisconsin.
The Wisconsin Association of Lakes supports efforts to reduce phosphorus and improve lake water quality.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Note: Ace Hardware in Wind Lake is now carrying phosphorus-free fertilizer. The fertilizer is specially-priced. Support the efforts to
improve our lakes by using phosphorus-free fertilizer.. Free test kits are available from the UW Extension Service to test your soil.
Contact the Extension office at 1-800-522-6240.

CHEMICAL TREATMENT NOTICE - 2006
If you DO NOT want your shoreline to be treated, you must return this form as soon as possible.
I hereby request that my shoreline NOT be chemically treated. I understand that not treating my shoreline will
not reduce my tax.
Name (PRINT)
Address
Phone
Lake Address (if different)
Tax Key Number
Signature (Mandatory)
This form must be returned by May 20, 2006!
Send to: WLMD, 30910 Royal Hill Rd., Burlington, WI 53105

GOOSE ROUNDUP APPROVAL FORM - 2006
The WLMD has my permission to enter onto my property to catch geese.
Name (PRINT)
Lake Address
Phone
Signature (Mandatory)
This form must be returned by June 1, 2006!
Send to: WLMD, 30910 Royal Hill Rd., Burlington, WI 53105
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Commissioners meetings are usually held the 4th Thursday of every month, with the November and
December meeting combined. Meetings begin at 7:30 pm at the Norway Town Hall. Everyone is welcome
to attend.

NEED MORE INFO?
If you are, call us! We can provide information about lakeside living and boating ordinances.
Or check out our website. The site has:
• meetings, schedules, agendas, and minutes
• links to other lake-related sites
• information about who to contact for various activities
• the latest lake depth map of Wind Lake
• other special notices as needed are also posted on the site.
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