
• Dedicated to the Revitalization of Wind Lake •

NEWSNEWS

V o l u m e  1 8 ,  N u m b e r  1 ,   M a y ,  2 0 0 4
w w w . w l m d . o r g

CHEMICAL TREATMENT
Each year, WLMD receives a permit from DNR to
chemically treat problem areas on Wind Lake. Most
of the areas treated are shallow and choke with
weeds, restricting lake access. The in inspection of
the lake this week showed that weeds are way
behind the growth rate of last year. Weeds were just
laying on the bottom in many areas around the lake.

Shoreline weed treatments will be conducted where
needed in  early June. A reduced copy of the permit
is provided on page 3 of this newsletter. If you wish
to see a full size copy, call 262-514-3238 and one
will be provided.

If you DO NOT wish your shoreline to be treated,
please complete the form provided in this newsletter,
or email the WLMD at info@wlmd.org. Please return
the form immediately.

When the treatment takes place, the shorelines near
the treated areas will be posted with bright yellow
signs. The boat launch will also be posted with a
treatment map. You can also check the WLMD web-
site for treatment information.

Please don’t assume we know how your shoreline
has responded to a treatment. If conditions have
changed, we may not know it.  If the treatment wasn’t
effective, we won’t know unless you tell us. Let us
know if you have had unusual weed problems. We
will check it out.  Please call or email with questions
or concerns.

As always, DNR has the final say in all the treatment
areas for chemical control.

GEESE
Wind Lake is in the second year of a program to
reduce the numbers of geese on Wind Lake. The
goose roundup will take place in mid-June when the
birds are without their flight feathers.

The goal is to bring the numbers of geese in line with
what the lake can support. The numbers of geese
have reached a level that raises concerns across the
country. The non-migratory birds have reached such
large numbers that they are now at an increased risk
of illness and disease.  The geese contribute to the
water quality problems that lead to frequent beach
closings and are a significant source of phosphorus.  

In 2003, volunteers fed the geese the week before
the roundup to encourage them to remain in specific
areas. However, the weather did not cooperate and
the geese were all over the lake, but not where they
were fed. That presented a logistical problem
because we need to have individual landowner per-
mission to capture the geese. With many people at
work, this can prevent an effective roundup.

Permission Needed

This year we would like to get permission from as
many landowners as possible. If you live on the lake-
shore, and are willing to grant permission to gather
geese on your property, please complete the follow-
ing form. Place in a plastic bag and place in a con-
spicuous place the form near your roadside door. 

Contaminant Testing of Geese

As part of the program, geese are tested to see if
they have any contaminants in their system. Tests
measure the level of  lead, PCB, and mercury in the
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geese. These tests provide information on whether the waterfowl is safe for human consumption. While this
was required for the program, the information is also valuable for hunters.

The test results from last year are in: No advisories were necessary from the samples collected from Wind
Lake and Bohners Lake in Racine County. The complete report is available on the WLMD website.

Thanks to everyone for helping to reduce the numbers of geese on Wind Lake.

ZEBRA MUSSELS
The lake inspection for weeds this week proved to be a shock. Each rake full of weeds was covered with mus-
sels. The mussels ranged from 1/8” to a 1/4” in size. Their spread has been explosive since their discovery
in Wind Lake a couple of years ago.

There is currently no way to remove them from the lake. But please, if you use your boat on other lakes, take
measures to prevent spreading them:

* Empty all bait buckets, live wells, and flush the boat motor as soon as you leave Wind Lake.
* Remove all plant fragments from your boat and trailer.
* Check items that have been in the water for the presence of mussels. Check ropes, floats, boat bottom,

etc. Remove any mussels found.

CARP
The District continues to take an aggressive stand to reduce the number of carp in Wind Lake. During spawn-
ing, carp are removed when they congregate by the Muskego Dam. The District subsidizes the removal to be
sure as many carp are removed as possible.

Another method of carp removal is by bow and arrow. Bow hunters like to fish Wind Lake because of the good
clarity and big carp. Bow hunters work at night using lights, powered by generators. There have been
instances where landowners have been concerned about the loud noise, bright lights, and invasion of privacy
very close to their homes. Bow hunters, as well as other anglers are allowed to use the lake at all hours.

Like the general public, there are bow hunters who are considerate and there are others who are not. Many
bowhunters avoid developed areas, focusing instead on the islands and areas where they can remain a dis-
tance from homes, so as not to disturb residents.

Please remember these bow hunters are helping reduce carp in Wind Lake. 

LAKE PLAN UPDATE
The revision of the Wind Lake Management Plan is underway. The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Plan-
ning Commission (SEWRPC) is conducting the study to evaluate the current state of Wind Lake, the success
of past management activities, and  at the end of the process will make recommendations for future actions.
They are re-evaluating everything, including water quality, shoreline conditions, lake use, weed control, and
areas that may need dredging. The study should be completed by the end of 2005.

A grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources of paying for 70% of the project.
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CHEMICAL TREATMENT NOTICE - 2004

If you DO NOT want your shoreline to be treated, you must return this form as soon as possible.    

I hereby request that my shoreline NOT be chemically treated. I understand that not treating my shoreline will
not reduce my tax.

Name (PRINT)

Address

Phone

Lake Address (if different)

Tax Key Number

Signature (Mandatory)

This form must be returned by June 10, 2004!

Send to:  WLMD, 30910 Royal Hill Rd, Burlington, WI  53105

GOOSE ROUNDUP APPROVAL FORM - 2004

The WLMD has my permission to use my property to catch geese:

Name (PRINT)

Address

Phone

Signature (Mandatory)

Please place in a plastic bag in a conspicuous location near the roadside door.



Wind Lake Management District
30910 Royal Hill Rd.
Burlington, WI  53105

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Jim Marks 895-7872

Paul Traskowski 895-2836
Richard Mohr 895-7927
Joe Bellante 895-2902
Chet Kintop 895-6026
Lake District Line 514-3238

www.wlmd.org

www.windlake.org

info@wlmd.org

Commissioner meetings are usu-
ally held the fourth Thursday of
every month at 7:30 pm at the
Norway Town Hall. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

WEBSITE
Our website can be reached at:

www.wlmd.org or 

www.windlake.org

The District’s email address is:

info@wlmd.org

The site has:

• meeting schedules, agendas,
and minutes

• links to other lake-related sites. 

• information about who to con-
tact for various activities.

• the latest lake depth map of
Wind Lake.

• any special notices will also be
posted on the site.

Let us know what you think.

ARE YOU NEW TO WIND 
LAKE?
If you are, call us! We can provide
information about lakeside living
and boating ordinances. We also
have a special publication avail-
able that summarizes the lake’s
water quality problems, causes,
and solutions. 
Call (262) 514-3238.




